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similar, though the punishments are only
temporary. In the earthly paradise above
purgatory, Dante beholds Beatrice in a scene
of surpassing magnificence, ascends with her
into the celestial paradise, and after roam-
ing over seven spheres he reaches the eighth,
where he beholds "the glorious company,
which surrounds the triumphant Redeemer."
In the ninth Dante feels himself in the pres-
ence of the Divine essence, and sees the souls
of the blessed on thrones in a circle of in-
finite magnitude. The Deity himself, in the
tenth, he cannot see for excess of light.
Dante's great poem ranks with the world's
greatest epics, and has been translated into
many languages.
DANTON, dahNtohN', georges jacques
(1759-1794), one of the leaders in the
French Revolution. He was foremost in
organizing and conducting the attack on the
Tuileries, August 10, 1792, voted for the
capital punishment of all returning aristo-
crats and for the death of the king, and with
Robespierre brought Hebert and his fol-
lowers to the scaffold. Robespierre succeeded
in having Danton denounced and thrown into
prison because he had dared to counsel mod-
eration, and he was afterward condemned by
the revolutionary tribunal as an accomplice
in a conspiracy for the restoration of mon-
archy, and was executed.
DAJSTT'ZIC.   See danzig.
DANTJBE, the chief commercial river in
Europe, second only to the Volga in length
and extent of drainage basin. It originates
in two small streams, rising in the Black
Forest, in Baden, and uniting at Donau-
esehingen. The direct distance from source
to mouth of the Danube is about 1,000 miles,
and its total length, including windings,
about 1,750 miles. From its source the
Danube flows in a northeasterly direction to
Ulm, in Wiirttemberg, where it becomes
navigable for vessels of 100 tons; then to
Ratisbon, in Bavaria, where it becomes navi-
gable for steamers. Here it turns in a
southeasterly direction, entering Austria at
Passau. It passes Yienna, then Budapest,
above which it sundenly turns due south,
holding this direction until joined by the
Drave, after which it runs southeast, entering
Yugoslavia and passing Belgrade. Continuing
its course eastward, it forms for a long dis-
tance the boundary line between Rumania
and Bulgaria. At Silistria it once more turns
northward, then eastward, and flowing
 through Rumania, it falls into the Black Sea
by three different outlets.
The Danube is noted for beautiful scenery
along its banks, which in places rivals that
of the Rhine. Its value as a commercial
route has been enhanced by extensive con-
struction work. The celebrated Iron Gate
(which see), through which the river flows
across the South Carpathians, has been
rendered navigable, and shipping passing
through it is regulated by an international
commission. There is canal communication
with the Rhine, and the Sulina channel
mouth has been deepened to accommodate
the largest ocean craft.
DANVILLE, ill., founded in 1827, is the
county seat of Vermilion County, and the
center of a rich coal-mining district. It is
123 miles south of Chicago, on the Vermilion
"River, and on the Wabash, the Chicago &
Eastern Illinois and the Chicago Southern
railroads. Its industries center largely
around the coal fields, but the city possesses
probably the largest brick plant in the world,
and there are important zinc and glass works.
A Federal building was erected in 1910 at a
cost of $300,000; the county building is
scarcely less imposing; there is a $150,000
Y. M. C. A. building, an Elks' Home, a
Carnegie Library and two hospitals. Popu-
lation, 1920, 33,750; in 1930, 36,765, a gain
of 9 per cent,
DANVILLE, va., a city of Pittsylvania
County, 140 miles southwest of Richmond,
on the Dan River and on the Southern Rail-
road. The city has a beautiful location, is in
a region producing a very fine quality of to-
bacco, is the second largest leaf tobacco
market in America and contains about forty
tobacco factories. The river furnishes good
water power? and there are large cotton
works, flour and grist mills, knitting mills,
overall factories, a cheroot factory and other
enterprises. It is the seat of Roanoke Insti-
tute, Randolph-Macon Institute and Danville
School for Boys. The place was settled in
1792. It was for a short time the seat of the
government of the Southern Confederacy in
1865. Population, 1920, 21,539; in 1930,
22,247.
i>AKZICr, or DANTZIC, dahwftsiK, a free
city, internationalized in 1919, by order of
the peace conference. It was formerly the
capital of the province of West Prussia, 255
miles northeast of Berlin, on. the Vistula,
about three miles from the Baltic Sea.

